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amusement, but one wonders whether the little
who sat cross-legged on mats as they                 the
mnety-nine names of Allah,  might not have
taught matters temporal, as well as those of spiritual
importance
From the Koranic schools some pupils            on to
the universities, where venerable teachers gave in-
struction in Arabic grammar, an essential subject for
study of religious treatises, Moslem law, and theology
Strangely enough^ since they had beea considered of
great importance in the days of Arab supremacy,
science^ literature, history, geography, and poetry
to have been ignored entirely, and the ulemas confined
themselves to a detailed explanation of              with
which all the more lettered students were already
familiar These universities flourished in such towns
as Fez, Rabat, Salle and Marrakesh, the students being
given accommodation in medersasy buildings of great
architectural beauty, which have been preserved for
the enjoyment of posterity, thanks to careful preserva-
tion by the French authorities. At the head of them all
stood the great Karouyin University, an institution for
centuries pre-eminent throughout Western Islam, and
one still shining with sufficient brilliance to attract
many students to Fez. They came, no doubt, partly in
the hope of obtaining an Ijaza or license              it
possible for them to obtain a magisterial post; law,
learning, and religion all being of course closely con-
nected in a Moslem country.
Even the Karouyin was not what it had been. Only
some i,600 books remained of the many thousands that
once adorned the shelves in the library. Even so the
collection is the best in Morocco, a matter for surprise
considering the enormous number of books produced